[Clinical evaluation of chemotherapy with irinotecan (CPT-11), l-leucovorin (l-LV), 5-fluorouracil (5-FU), and UFT for metastatic or recurrent colorectal cancer].
A clinical study has been conducted since August 2001 to investigate whether chemotherapy with CPT-11/l-LV/ 5-FU/UFT could be an effective regimen for advanced or recurrent colorectal cancer. The chemotherapy consisted of CPT-11 30 mg/m2 iv, as a 120-minute infusion, followed by l-LV 30 mg/m2, as a 60-minute infusion, followed by 5-FU 300 mg/m2, as a 120-minute infusion. This treatment was administered weekly for 6 weeks followed by a 2-week rest period and repeated every 8 weeks. UFT (250 mg/m2/day) was orally administered daily. All patients were evaluable for efficacy, 2 CR, 5 PR, 3 SD and 7 PD. The overall response rate was 41.1% with a median time to progression of 7.1 months and a median survival time of 12.0 months. No grade 3/4 toxicities were observed. The present study suggests that combination chemotherapy with CPT-11, l-LV, 5-FU, and UFT is well tolerated and might be a promising regimen for advanced or recurrent colorectal cancer.